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The past year in the mountains: controversy over home concerts, cabin rentals; elk routes disappearing as homes encroach, birds from the plains appearing in the high country; pumpkins and onions lead the harvest parade. In the world: Colorado is a top leader in foreclosures, the market lurches down and up; the war in Iraq continues to deflect gigantic sums from our own education and health care. We became more aware of Global Scorching, yet we continue to drive SUVs. 

Our culture moves so fast, we barely have time to sit and talk about what matters, appreciate each other, listen carefully to different opinions, deepen real community. 

Some have found the “Conversation Café” a great antidote. A small group of friends gathers round the woodstove on a blustery day, hot mulled cider in hand, or in a local restaurant over tea and coffee. All ages, voices, perspectives appropriate to the question are welcome. We choose one to open a conversation about things that matter. Conversationcafe.org has ten fantastic suggestions: 

· What do you think is the most important question in the world now?

· What’s the highest leverage action you or anyone could take towards a just, peaceful and sustainable world by 2025?

· How are we making life better for our children—and what else can we be doing?

· What do you think we can do now to make life better here ?

· What do you believe freedom is for?

· What does it mean to you to be a human being?

· How can we heal the wounds of violence and war?

· What is one of the most important things you have learned in your life so far?

· How much is enough? For you? For others?

· When do you feel most alive?

The conversation takes on a life of its own; no one expects an “Answer.” Action emerges or reflection deepens. Yet these conversations change lives, unexpectedly. Together, anything is possible.

